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[57] ABSTRACT

A narrow-bodied, single- and twin-windowed, hand-
held, laser scanning head for reading bar code symbols
includes at least one window mounted at the rear region
of the head, and through which either the incident beam
going to the symbol and/or the reflected beam return-
ing from the symbol, passes unobstructedly and exteri-
orly of, and past, the front and intermediate body re-
gions of the head. A field-replaceable laser tube ar-
rangement, a laser tube and method of making the same,
an arrangement for and method of controlling a scan-
ning system, optical passive elements for increasing the
depth of field, a trigger protective device, and a one-
piece support bench and method of fabricating the same
by mass-production techniques are also disclosed.

10 Claims, 19 Drawing Figures
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